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Abstract

Studying the types of participation in Ashura rituals in Shi’a’s societies has great
importance due to intense intermixture that has been established with collective
conscience of the followers of this religion. Meanwhile, the study of the Arbaeen
walking ritual, which has shown wonderful changes in recent years and become a
special and multifaceted socio-cultural phenomenon, has increased importance.
Therefore, this article has considered the description and analysis of areas and types
of collective participation in Arbaeen Walk phenomenon. 17 semi-structured
interviews are conducted with Iranian servants and Managers of different Mukeb as
the group with most level and scope of the conflict with this phenomenon in
comparing with other participants. Analyzing the content of the interviews by using a
combination of thematic analysis and ideal type making methods, after three coding
steps, led us to 10 themes in relation to the areas of participation and 12 themes in
relation to the type of participation. And finally, it was concluded that we are facing a
unique kind of participation in the Arbaeen Walking.
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INTRODUCTION

Participation is such an important and far-reaching concept in the social sciences
that some theorists, such as Herbert Spencer, have called participation the essence
of social life. Some other contemporary writers have named the present as the age of
participation and the latest version for underdeveloped countries. In the meantime,
the study of religious participation or participation in phenomena related to
religion and with motivations derived from religion is very important for societies
such as Iranian society in which religion is an important and pivotal element and
plays a prominent role. One type of religious participation is participation in rituals,
and the Arbaeen procession is a good example for studying this issue.

PURPOSE

This article has been compiled to understand the collective participation in the
Arbaeen walk to answer two questions: 1) Who participates in the Arbaeen walk?;
2) What do they participate in?

METHODOLOGY

In this study, qualitative method and interview technique are used. Sampling is
done purposefully for interviews among Iranian servants and managers of different
Mukeb. A total of 17 semi-structured interviews are conducted with those who had
experiences beyond the mere pilgrimage. Also, content analysis method and ideal
typing were used for data analysis.

RESULT

A summary of the findings of this study can be seen in following tables.

Table 1. Areas of Participation

Housing Macro Mukeb

Median Overnight

Micro Resting place
Feeding Macro Daily food distribution

Micro Limited food distribution or snacks
Pilgrim guidance Lost guidance, placement in Mukeb, led convoy
Case assistance Massage, shoe wax, sewing, wheel repair and...
Path health Garbage collection (footprint of sweetheart)
Culture through treatment Serving the Iraqi population
Culture through feeding & housing Mukeb with servants from different nations
Treatment Macro Mukeb for treatment

Micro Mobile doctor (Tabib al-davaar)




Cultural

Micro One-on-one dialogue with Iraqis

Exporting the revolution by strengthening the
ideological dimension (marching, using images of
who defended the
exhibitions along the way)

Gifts to Iraqi children

Production symbols of Ashura even (cradle, statue,
etc.)

Production unifying or identity symbols (backpack

the martyrs shrine and

hanger, flag)
Quran recitation plans

Media Mukeb
Cultural Mukeb (Nahj al-balaghah)

Macro

Technical

Electrical and plumbing installations

Facilities

Mukeb (Atabat
Headquarters), financial aid

license Reconstruction

Infrastructure

Arbaeen headquarters (with the help of relevant

committees)

Table 2. Types of Participation

Helpfulness to others

Crossing the
border of helper
and help
receiver

Absence of distance between servant and pilgrim, servant and
pilgrim both on the same front, lack of dependence of servant
identity on the existence of pilgrim, each servant is a pilgrim himself
and vice versa

Establishment of a Mukeb with the aim of strengthening the role-
playing of the people

Based on
emotional
action

Romantic help, struggling to find a way for helping

Task Oriented

Leaving the defined responsibility to meet a more serious need,
participation in the service to feel a flaw in the host health care

Trying to identify the most important needs and concerns of the
pilgrim

Self-initiated

Spontaneous definition of activity: visiting water facilities, games for
children

Mutual helpfulness

Utilizing the capacity of the region and natives

Interactive - - -
Trying to adapt service to non-native culture
Possibility to work without the headquarters permit, inability to
provide proper infrastructure and facilities, inattention to synergy
with popular groups, content to visit instead of effective
Slight and communication, lack of adequate planning, often one-sided use of
incoherent Iranian medical facilities, one-month closure of Iraq
share of Incompatibility of the activity of the governing complex with the
governance activity space of Arbaeen, the condition of the headquarters facilities

for the processions, having a certain amount of output (output axis),
negative attitude towards the municipal processions, use of holy

places by organizational servants
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Helping Iranian Mukebs to each other

On an equal ; — - - - -
footing Formation of a joint Iraqi-Iranian Mukeb with equal and sometimes
unequal cost share
Putting Iraqis at the forefront of work (food distribution) in spite of
Based on more equipment and expertise, free transportation of mogqab
anonymity equipment, doing undefined work in secret, financial participation in
the form of tribe name and not individual
Originality to Reasonable acceptance of the decision of the natives despite being
the natives aware of the existence of losses, learning from the native culture

Instant and
simple

Division of nominal and floating responsibilities

Immediate help of mukeb servants, pilgrims and natives to each
other

Self-helpfulness

Combined with
helpfulness to
others

Serving to get closer to Imam Hussein while helping the pilgrim

Both the pilgrim receives services and the servant is added to
something

through
treatment

Macro

Median

Micro

through feeding
& housing

Macro

Micro

According to findings of this study, there is 10 areas for collective participation in
Arbaeen Walk.

HOllSlng
Treatment

Cultural I
Technical
Infra-
structure
Case
assistance
Path health

Chart 1. Areas of Participation

Areas of participation ]




According this study, there are three types of helpfulness in collective participation
in Arbaeen Walk but in New meaning.

[ Based on emotional action

Crossing the border of helper and

helpreceiver Helpfulness to
. others

Self-initiated

Task Oriented

Interactive

0n an equal footing

Devotion helpfulness

) Mutual
helpfulness

QOriginality to the natives

Instant andsimple

Slight and incoherent share of
governance

|
|
|
|
[ Basedon anonymity
|
|
|

Combinedwith helpfulnessto
others

H Self helpfulness

Chart 2. Types of Participation

CONCLUSION

Collective participation in the Arbaeen Walk is the builder of a small community
with a different moral order that goes beyond different types of participation and
introduces a new type. In this new type, the ultimate goal of the individuals is not
outside of participation and in this respect is similar to self-helpfulness, but
collective participation also includes the intermediate goals outside the individuals.
In fact, in the cooperation formed in Arbaeen, we also see the goal of cooperation
outside the helper, and in this respect, it is similar to helpfulness to others, but not
in its usual sense because there is another purpose of cooperation that is not a
human being; Rather, it is a sacred being and a set of sacred ideas and beliefs that
have been formed around the historical event attributed to him. In addition,
profiteering and paying attention to the interests or feeling pity for the helper does
not play any role in it, but we face a kind of emotional action and acute and extreme
discouragement. Therefore, it is worthwhile to choose a new word to refer to the
fact that our chosen word is "devotion helpfulness". In fact, the phenomenon of
Arbaeen walk offers us new types of participation and helpfulness, in which the goal
of cooperation is outside the duality of “self and other”. This kind of helpfulness
becomes a platform for the three types of self-helpfulness, helpfulness to others and
Mutual helpfulness, due to being under devotion helpfulness, acquire new and
distinct meanings and characteristics.
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NOVELTY

In this study, for the first time, the main stream of participation in the Arbaeen walk
was separated from the sub-streams and examined separately. Also, a new type of
participation was introduced that does not have a similar pattern in previous
studies. The limit of this study is confining data collection only interviews with
Iranian processors and servants.
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