University of
Sistan and Baluchestan

Journal of Innovation Ecosystem

‘oh .
X J [
2ot
-
Iran Association of Science Parks
and Innovation Organizations

Online ISSN: 2783 - 4867

Homepage: https://innoeco.usb.ac.ir

Evaluation of Regional Innovation System of Kurdistan Province: A
Functional and Structural Analysis

Roohallah Aboojafari '® | Arman Khaledi? | Fatemeh Hesabi®

1.Assistant Professor, Knowledge based economy Department, Technology Study Institute, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author) Email: aboojafari@gmail.com
2. Assistant Professor, Technology studies institutes, Tehran, Iran. Email: khaledi@tsi.ir

3. Ph.D. candidate,
fatemehhesabi@modares.ac.ir

Science technology policy.

Tarbiat Modarres  University. Tehran. Iran. Email:

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 9 June 2023
Received in revised form:
14 August 2023

Accepted: 1 September 2023
Published online:

22 September 2023

Keywords:

Regional innovation system,
structural-functional analysis,
Kurdistan province

This research aims to analyze the regional innovation system in Kurdistan
with a structural-functional approach and tries to identify the weaknesses of
this system and provide policy recommendations to improve it. The
approach of the research is qualitative and in order to collect analysis of
interviews of regional experts have been used. The data has been collected
in an analytical-descriptive manner through the study of articles, reports,
documents, and interviews with experts regarding the innovation system of
Kurdistan. The findings of the research show some of the weaknesses of the
innovation system of Kurdistan, which can be attributed to structural
problems such as weak cooperation and interaction of actors, lack of
financial resources for commercialization and innovative activities, lack of
access to capable human resources, lack of compatibility between the
agricultural sector and water resources. The limited market for innovative
products, the lack of suitability of training courses with the advantages and
priorities of the province, the low productivity of human resources, and the
small scale of enterprises and agricultural units. Focusing on strengthening
interactions between actors, creating industrial clusters such as the
production of auto parts, and agricultural tools and creating downstream
iron industries, aligning research and study activities with the potentials
related to the province's border with Iraq, establishing think tanks and action
in the field of products Having a competitive advantage such as strawberries
and holding technological training can help to improve and promote the
regional innovation system of Kurdistan.
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